Ponasterone A: a new ecdysteroid from the embryos and serum of brachyuran crustaceans.
The apolar ecdysteroid present in the developing embryo of the blue crab, Callinectes sapidus Rathbun, is tentatively identified as ponasterone A (2 beta, 14 alpha, 20,22-pentahydroxy-5, beta-cholest-7-en-6-one) on the basis of chromatographic, immunological, and mass spectral evidence. The apolar ecdysteroid present in the serum of land crabs, Gecarcinus lateralis, in the late premolt stages of the intermolt cycle is also tentatively identified as ponasterone A on the basis of chromatographic and immunological evidence.